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OVERVIEW

In its introduction, The Book
of Belonging is described as
“a book inspired by stories
from the Bible.” 

Its creators prioritize telling
these stories with
imagination, evocative
language, and dazzling
illustrations. Stories of
marginalized people–
especially women–are
emphasized throughout the
text. There are no gendered
pronouns for God and the
illustrations include
historically accurate skin
tones.

 Above all else, the stories in
The Book of Belonging are
chosen and told in ways that
reinforce the key message
that humans carry God-
given names of “Belonging,
Beloved, and Delightful.” 
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The Book of Belonging could
be used for bedtime reading,

Sunday school, or even
creative intergenerational

sermon illustrations. 

This book may be especially
helpful for newly

deconstructing and/or
reconstructing caregivers

who want to distance
themselves from harmful
theologies but still want
their children to know

stories about a loving and
caring God. 



CONSIDERATIONS

The Book of Belonging is an excellent resource to help children
foster a loving and curious relationship with God. 

However, in order to lift up the marginalized and reinforce
messages of belonging, The Book of Belonging does not include
many stories that may be found in other children’s Bibles
(Noah’s Ark and David and Goliath are two examples).

Caregivers may want to supplement The Book of Belonging
with another story Bible if they wish for a more comprehensive
collection of Bible content. 

STRENGTHS
The Book of Belonging showcases the magic of storytelling in a
way that makes the Bible feel fresh, vital, and relevant to readers
of all ages. Examples include the beginning of Exodus framed as
“The Great Baby Rescue,” the story of Christmas shepherds told
as “The Kids Who Heard the Good News,” and the story of Esther
presented in the style of a compelling graphic novel. 

Another special feature of The Book of Belonging is its use of
Hebrew and Greek names alongside their English translations.
This choice draws a clear line from Mariko Clark’s imaginative
retellings to the ancient Bible stories that still hold meaning for
us today. 

Finally, a unique element of The Book of Belonging is its
emphasis on the God-given names “Belonging, Beloved, and
Delightful.” Difficult topics like sin are recontextualized to be
about listening to other voices and names that make people
stray from God’s vision of flourishing. 


